







I nave the honour to nfir to your 


despatch no. 48 w. 1&C06/10456/41 of BoYsnber 18th, 
on the subjsot of the obelisk croc ted at Santa 1 
Xar.ool to oomsnorute those officers end men of the 
Royal Xaty oho died during the Mger Expedition of 
1641. 

2. X now onolooo ■ copy of a despatoh from 

the British Vioe Consul at Fernando Po stating that 
the aonusasnt has been re-ereoted by the Spanish 


* (i| authorities. 



His Majesty's 

Principal secretary of stats 
for foreign Affairs, 
foreign Offlos, 

London, 8.W.I. 
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(V/ 10666/10666/41) 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W. 1. 


Tffij. 


15th November, 1929, 


I transmit to you herewith a oopy of a letter 
from Mrs, 1,3. Green regarding the action of the Spanish 
authorities in Fernando Po in displacing the memorial 
erected at Santa Isabel to commemorate those officers and 
men of the Royal Navy who died while talcing part in the 
Niger Expedition of 1841, 

2. I am anxious to learn what is the present position 
and whether the Spanish authorities have yet re-oreoted 
the monument, and I shall therefore be glad if you will 
instruot the British Vioe-Consul at Santa Isabel to furnish 
a report on the question, 

I am with great truth. 


Your obedlont Servant, 
(For the Secretary of State) 


F.G. Rule, Esq. , 

etc., etc,, etc., 
Monrovia. 










































































































































No:ffi6l9/35. 

•••■—..I * . 

/ 7 June, 1929. 

; , r ar. -> 

I have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter Nig. 4. (157/29) of the 23rd 
of Hay on the subject of Ur. Graham Paul's letter 
to "The Times" relating to the obelisk at Santa 
Isabel coamemorating the Niger Expedition of 1041-2, 
and to inform you that a copy of Ur. Chew's report 
of the 2nd of Uay has been forwarded to Ur. Graham 
Paul as requested. 




His Britannic Majesty's Charge d'Affaires, 
British Legation, 


Liberia. 









Eriti* 


• • 


FERNANDO .00. 

aid Uay, 1929. 






















QovrZ'.i Graham Paul, M. A. ,L.L-E. 
Solicitor 

0 Barr i at or - At -I aw. 


Calabar, 

Nigeria, 

17 th Decanter 1928. 


1C, 


Tho Honourable 

Tho Ad; in? Chief 800 rat ary to the Government, 


Boar Sir, 

Your Ho.03819/332/113. 

I hare your latter of 7th December last sanding mo a copy 
of a letter addressed to Hie Excellency the Governor hy His Majesty' a 
Ohargd d'Affaires at Monrovia. I hare read the copy letter and the 
attached communication from one vr.C.W.Tiew signing himself as the 
Acting vice Consttl at Pomando Po.- 

2. I have never heard of ifr.C.W.^ew before; and tt :lo perhaps 
unfortunate that 1 have to Judge him only by hio letter of 1 nt 
November last. 1 regret to find myself bound to describe that letter 
as an extremely stupid production.- 

3. in tho first place wr.Chow has confessedly never seen or 
0 road the letter of mine about which he is so unwarrantably rude. In 

the second place neither of the two quotations he gives from my letter 
is to bG found in it. I attach for your information a copy of my lettc* 
to the Editor of the Times to *hiah Mr.Chew refers.- 

4. You will also note that vr.Chow writing on 1st November says 
that thlo obelisk was taken down " about eighteen months ago " road that 
aia intantion of the Ho-o'.-miant is to re-ereot It.. And yet in tho next 





/ paraerajfc yr.diow a Anita that " about two years ago * the romnont wao 
u prone position". As a matter of fact it was in September 1926 
that 1 visited Fernando Po and saw tho monument lying in the hush. It 
had than bGcn anna time in that position. It is a pity that Mr.Chew 
is so reokleoo about hio statements in an official letter.- 

5. curiously enough I myself never happened to see my letter in 
the Times, but ooon after I despatched it I received from tho Times 
office a proof print of it. y y letter was written on 9th October 1926 
hut I am informed that the Editor of the Times refrained from publishing 
it until some time this year. I do not know the date of publication and 
I am unable to say for what reason publication was delayed. Haring 
written the letter I am afraid I allowed the matter to pass out of my 
mind and never troubled to enquire about publication.- 

6. I have carefully re-read my letter to the Editor of tho Times 
and I can and do give the unqualified lie direct to Mr.'hew*a 
allegation that it contains a single statement which is either 
"mischievous" or "ill-informed".- 

7. I regret very mu eh to learn of the death of yr.Banks. Wien I 
f^him at Fernando po in 8opto».bor 1926 he was moot Indignant about 
the lack of respect being oh own to this interesting momwent and had I 
given effect to his somewhat violently expressed views I on afraid my 
letter to the Ti«es would have been a very different one.- 

8. I am rather at a loss to understand why this matter should have 
been referred to ^is Excellency the Governor by His majesty's Chargtf 
d’Affalroo instead of dii’oot to me in the first place. The only action 
I desire is that a copy of this letter should be sent at onoe to His 





a Jo sty* e Hi *rg£ d»Affaireo at Monrovia for ouch aotl 




may eonoider desirable. "a hao chocan Hie Excall on ey the 
Governor as hie channel of communication with no and I regret 
therefore to he under the nooeeoity of troubling Hie Excellency 
the Officer Adnlnioterlng the Oowenwent to forward my reply, it 
will bo a faxnur if you will let me know that Hie Excellency hao 
done oo. 

I aa, 

dear Hlr, 

youro ialtnful*y, 

( Hfid. ) G. liR AH AM PAUL 







London. 


CALAbAR, HIOSPIA. 


n 




personnel and the fate of tho Rxpodition which, consisting of throe 
st.omers of tho British Navy, visited tho Rivar Niger In tha years 
1841 and 1842 under Captain (aftarwardo Atairal) H.D.Trottar. 
Personally I hare no Tory specific knowledge of tha dotalla of that 
expedition. A fall report of it would I imagine male a very melancholy 
reading hut it wan an important otap in tho history of our Went 


African ».'»tivlt.ios.- 

I visited tha Inland of Pernando po the other day. l had 
hoard that this ill fated Niger Xxpaditlon was oomemorated there by 
a monument at Santa Isabel. After considerable difficulty I suecoed- 
ad in finding the momwant in question. It apparently was originally 
erected on tho point commanding a view of the harbour but it had 
boon taken down and was lying on ito side near tha original site. 

I found what appeared to be a fatigue party of native soldiers 
undar s Spaniidi Non-commissioned officer working there in levelling 
the ground to make a roadway along the point and I gauthored tlmt 
the momwant had been removed in the course of their operations. 

•Saorod 


to the River Niger undei 
and 1842. This monument 


died while oorving in 

tha British (tovormant in the 


relatives". 







Hoar tho monunont wao an old cannon with the Royal Arno 

«y tlna in remando po wao extremely limited owing to tho 
oarly departure of tha steamer on which I wao p. pasoengor. I 
could spaak no Spanlth and tha Bpanitto W.C.O. could on oak no 
Bngl^ah but by du*ib pantonine I obtained what 1 took to ba hio 

poooiblo to ito original position. I nay not hare an opportunity 
of Tioiting Fernando po again but if some of your raadore more 
intimately intarootod th an myealf in tho poroonnol of that 



holpful to ma would I wi oura be willing to co-operate with any 
of your readers interested in tha preservation of tho Hlgor 




yours fAlthfully. 




























